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“[…] it is not enough to stand on the opposite river bank, shouting questions, challenging 
patriarchal, white conventions. A counterstance locks one into a duel of oppressor and oppressed; 
locked in mortal combat, like the cop and the criminal, both are reduced to a common denominator 
of violence. The counterstance refutes the dominant culture's views and beliefs, and, for this, it is 
proudly defiant. All reaction is limited by, and dependent on, what it is reacting against. Because the
counterstance stems from a problem with authority-outer as well as inner-it's a step towards 
liberation from cultural domination. But it is not a way of life. At some point, on our way to a new 
consciousness, we will have to leave the opposite bank, the split between the two mortal combatants
somehow healed so that we are on both shores at once and, at once, see through serpent and eagle 
eye. Or perhaps we will decide to disengage from the dominant culture, write it off altogether as a 
lost cause, and cross the border into a wholly new and separate territory. Or we might go-another 
route. The possibilities are numerous once we decide to act and not react.”


